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The webinar will not be recorded. Given the number of
attendees, please consider this a public forum.
Visual and audio recording of this presentation is prohibited.
The chat function has been disabled to maintain
confidentiality. 
Questions can be submitted through the Q&A function, and
we will do our best to address them before the webinar
ends.
Links to additional resources will be shared via email.

HOUSEKEEPING



Federal Attacks & Response
Elizabeth Gill (she/her), ACLU

Pending Threats & How to Prepare
Kathie Moehlig (she/her), TransFamily Support Services

California Legislation & How to Take Action
Craig Pulsipher (he/him), Equality California

AGENDA



ELIZABETH GILL
(she/her) 
Senior Counsel
ACLU LGBTQ & HIV Project



Executive Order 14187 (Jan. 28, 2025)
“It is the policy of the United States that it will not fund, sponsor, promote, assist, or
support the so-called ‘transition’ of a child from one sex to another, and it will rigorously
enforce all laws that prohibit or limit these destructive and life-altering procedures.”
Agency Actions:

HHS “Report”
HHS letters to hospitals
CMS memos/letters to states
CMS future rulemaking
FTC workshop & request for comments
DOJ action
Federal agencies using their powers with the explicit goal of ending gender-affirming care
in the U.S.

FEDERAL ATTACKS 



Bondi Directive (Apr. 2025)
Frames care as “fraud” and “exploitative”
Targets providers & pharmaceutical manufacturing/distribution
Promises criminal & civil investigations

Shumate Directive (Jun. 2025)
Instructs DOJ attorneys to prioritize investigations into GAC for minors,
doctors, hospitals, & pharma companies

DOJ Subpoenas (Jul. 2025)
Sent to 20+ healthcare entities
Cites civil & criminal fraud provisions
Requests broad data sets

DOJ ACTION



Lawsuits filed!
PFLAG v. Trump (4th Cir) & WA v. Trump (9th Cir) → against GAC EO
(preliminary injunctions granted)
MA v. Trump → against DOJ
Subpoena challenges → PA case & MA case unsealed

Courts have ruled: bans are unlawful & discriminatory
But… intimidation campaign has been effective, causing some
providers to voluntarily stop care

RESPONSES TO FEDERAL ATTACKS



From federal district court (MA) decision to quash subpoena
against Boston Children’s Hospital:

The Administration has made clear its goal to end GAC.
Subpoena included overbroad requests unrelated to
fraud/off-label promotion.
Court found subpoena’s true purpose was to:
Interfere with Massachusetts’ right to protect GAC
Harass & intimidate providers (BCH)
Dissuade patients from seeking care
Court ruled Government acted with bad faith → improper
purpose.

KEEP FIGHTING BACK!



KATHIE MOEHLIG
(She/her)
Executive Director 
TransFamily Support Services



New proposed federal policy could affect
access to care
Families need to know what’s happening and
what steps to take
We are here to support you

WHY WE ARE HERE



IMPACT ON MEDICAL FUNDING
CMS Policy

Removes federal dollars
for gender-affirming care
for both youth and adults

Providers face increased
risk of losing funds and

limitations on their ability
to deliver care. 

Ends federal funding for
gender-affirming care for

both youth and adults
(rule from

Medicare/Medicaid).

Budget Amendments Direct Impact



CONTACT MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
IF SUPPORTIVE IF NOT SUPPORTIVE

→ thank them for standing strong
with trans youth and families!

→ Ask
“Why are you holding the

government hostage over trans
people’s care?”

YOUR VOICE MATTERS!

Your voice helps show that
families are paying attention



WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW
CMS (Centers for

Medicare & Medicaid
Services) is expected

to  announce a
proposed Condition of

Participation

Would prohibit hospitals,
clinics, and providers in

Medicare/Medicaid
(Medi-Cal in CA) from

giving gender-affirming
care to anyone under 19

This is a proposed rule
— not yet in effect



WHAT WE KNOW
CMS may open a public comment period before moving forward
We will share how & when you can make your voice heard

IMPACT ON PROVIDERS
Clinics/hospitals already preparing
Many may pause care programs for youth under 19
Announcements of pauses or shutdowns may come soon



WHAT THIS MEANS FOR OUR FAMLIES
Care is not ending — it may be paused
Providers view this as temporary, pending court challenges
Adult care (19+) will continue uninterrupted
We are working to find other providers that are not participating in Medicaid
program and access to gender affirming care will still be available



WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW
CONTACT YOUR

PROVIDER
REACH OUT FOR

ASSISTANCE

Stay current on meds, labs,
care needs
Ask about 90-day supply
refills

Email
insurance@transfamilysos.org 

if you need help finding care

STAY CONNECTED LEAN ON COMMUNITY

Follow our updates & 
social media

Join a Support Group

Join a Support Group



OUR COMMITMENT

YOU ARE NOT ALONE

We are working to support families through uncertainty
Helping identify care options 
Advocating alongside you and on your behalf

We know this brings fear and frustration
TFSS will keep you informed every step of the way
Together, we will stand strong for our kids, families, and community
EQCA has been fighting for rights in CA and will continue to



NEW ADVOCACY RESOURCE
Advocate’s Guide to Accessing 
Gender-Affirming Care in California 
By: National Health Law Program (NHeLP)
Link included in Resource Sheet 

Tips for challenging health plan denials, delays, or 
limitations of gender-affirming care.



HEALTH CONSUMER ALLIANCE
(888) 804-3536
TTY (877) 735-2929
www.healthconsumer.org
Free and confidential advocacy help!



CRAIG PULSIPHER
(he/him) 
Legislative Director
Equality California Institute



Healthcare Access
•SB 418 (Menjivar)

Data Privacy & Safety
•AB 82 (Ward)
•SB 497 (Wiener)

Identity Documents
SB 59 (Wiener)
AB 1084 (Zbur)

PENDING CALIFORNIA LEGISLATION



SB 418 (Menjivar)

Codifies Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act into state law
— including protections for sexual orientation and gender
identity — further protecting patients from discrimination by
healthcare providers and insurers
Expands access to prescription hormone therapy by allowing
providers to prescribe up to a 12-month supply and requiring
healthplans and insurers to cover these prescriptions when
dispensed at one time

HEALTHCARE ACCESS



AB 82 (Ward) 

Expands California’s Safe at Home program to include patients and
providers of gender-affirming care — allowing them to obtain a
substitute mailing address.
Prohibits the reporting of testosterone and mifepristone prescriptions to
the state’s prescription drug monitoring database, known as CURES.

DATA PRIVACY & SAFETY

SB 497 (Wiener)
Prohibits out-of-state law enforcement from accessing prescription
data in CURES without a warrant, subpoena, or court order.
Prohibits healthcare providers from complying with foreign subpoenas
seeking the disclosure of medical information related to gender-affirming
care.



AB 1084 (Zbur) 

Streamlines the process for transgender and nonbinary Californians to
obtain a court-ordered name and gender marker change
Requires courts to issue orders within six weeks for petitions from adults
and from minors with consent from both parents

IDENTITY DOCUMENTS

SB 59 (Wiener)

Requires courts to make confidential any records related to a name or gender
marker change — and prohibits confidential records from being posted publicly
Creates a private right of action against those who knowingly disclose or 
continue to disclose confidential records — allowing impacted individuals to seek
appropriate remedies when their privacy rights are violated



EQCA Action Alert: https://go.eqca.org/a/sealthedeal

Send letters of support to Governor Newsom:

https://tinyurl.com/sealthedeal2025

Include "RE: [Bill Number and Author] – REQUEST FOR SIGNATURE" in

the  subject line and email electronic PDF copy to Legislative Unit

Inbox -Leg.Unit@gov.ca.gov

Call the Governor’s office — (916) 445-2841

WHAT YOU CAN DO



THANK YOU
Contact Us Donate

tinyurl.com/contacttfss tinyurl.com/tfss-donate

Donate

EQCA 

RESOUCE SHEET:
HTTPS://TRANSFAMILYSOS.ORG/PROTECTHEALTHCARE

http://tinyurl.com/contacttfss
http://tinyurl.com/tfss-donate

